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On behalf of the Florida Council for Exceptional Children (FCEC), I want to extend a sin-

cere welcome to the 63 rd  annual state conference.  The journey begins on Thursday with 

pre -conference workshops followed by an incredible line up of keynote speakers, session 

presentations, poster displays and outstanding exhibits. We hope the 2009 FCEC Confer-

ence will exceed all of your expectations.  Iõd like to extend a personal welcome to the 

Presidentõs Welcome reception Thursday evening and the Awards Reception on Friday 

night.  I look forward to meeting each of you personally.  
 

Be sure not to miss a minute of exciting opportunities for professional development. This 

year we have seven strands of current critical topics in exceptional student education. 

There are sure to be many sessions to help you personally whether you are a teacher, par-

ent, student, or other professional. If there is something you would like to see more of, 

please, let us know. If you are not already a member, make sure you 

visit Jamie at the FCEC Membership booth to learn all about the bene-

fits of membership.  
 

Finally, Iõd like to provide a big thanks to the Volusia and Flagler CEC 

Chapters for hosting us on your beautiful beach.  Iõd also like to show 

my strong gratitude to Paula Evans, Program Chair. You have done an 

outstanding job of providing staff development of the highest caliber.  
 

Now I invite you to make the most out of the next few days enjoying the confer-

ence, your colleagues, and Daytona Beach.  Be sure to say hello when I see 

you. 
 

Sincerely,  

Liz Cramer  
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Dear Conference Attendees,  
 

On behalf of FCEC, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 63rd Annual State FCEC Conference. We 

have an amazing conference planned for you and we hope that you are able to take full advantage of 

this jam-packed schedule! We have eight pre -conference workshops, three renowned keynote 

speakers, the FDLRS Assistive Technology lab, and over 100 exciting full sessions and poster ses-

sions under seven different strands. There are surely enough topics to cover everyone's interests! 

Additionally this year we have a NASA workshop on Saturday, exciting special events and entertain-

ment, top -notch exhibitors, and built -in networking opportunities. Much effort and time and pa-

tience has gone into the development of this conference for each of you and todayõs economy con-

cerns brings extra challenges to be worked through.  All things considered, I pray this proves to be 

the best experience you've had at a conference yet! Please let me or other conference staffs know if 

there is anything we can do for you to make this a better experience.  
 

My heartfelt thanks go to all of the local and state committee members who made this conference 

possible, to Cassie and Shirley, our local committee chairs, to Janet Raney and to my program re-

view committee including Susan Hentz, Jamie Mastro, Sara Aronin, Kelly Grillo, Michael OõNeal, 

Heidi Trotta, Diane Brown, MaryEllen Byrne, and Suan Magers.  A big sense of pride and gratitude 

goes out to each and every presenter for sharing their knowledge, and 

to our generous exhibitors and sponsors, and most importantly, to you, 

the attendees for your participation. We do this all to meet your and 

our need to better the world for students with exceptionalities and 

their families. Finally, may I send a Big hug and kiss to my husband, 

Mike, for his understanding of my many hours spent at the computer 

working on the program.  
 

Sincerely,  

Paula Evans 

President -Elect FCEC 

Program Chair FCEC 2009 State Conference  

Dear Conference Attendees,  
 

On behalf of the Volusia Chapter 563 and Flagler Chapter 1195, weõd like to welcome you 

to the 43rd  Annual State FCEC Conference. We are delighted to provide a multitude of 

events during your stay, including renowned keynote speakers, informative sessions, spe-

cial events, top notch exhibitors, and opportunities to network with others. We hope to pro-

mote professional and personal growth by addressing current realities and future trends in 

the educational world, especially in the area of special needs.  
 

Weõd like to express our gratitude to the local and state committee members who have 

been working diligently to make this conference 

possible and a success. Weõd also like to thank all 

of the presenters and exhibitors who sponsored 

various events.  
 

We hope you enjoy the conference, beautiful set-

ting, the hotel, the beach, and local area attrac-

tions.  

Feel free to go òBarefoot on the Beach and Ready 

to Race for Special Needsó. Have an awesome 

time!!!  

Sincerely,  
 

Cassie Myers (Flagler) and  

Shirley Wilson (Volusia)  
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General Conference Information  

Registration  Conference Etiquette  

Registration times for the Florida Coun-

cil for Exceptional Children Conference 

are listed below. The registration area 

is located in the South Tower Conven-

tion Area. FCEC  Local arrangements 

staff will be available throughout the 

conference to assist you.  Please notify 

the Local Chairpersons if you need any 

special accommodations.  An Informa-

tion and Membership Table is located 

by Registration.  
Conference Registration Times  

Thursday          Oct. 8       7:00 am ð 4:00 pm 

Friday               Oct. 9       7:00 am ð 4:00 pm 

Saturday           Oct. 10     7:00 am ð 9:00 am  

¶ Please be sure to wear your con-

ferences name badge to all 

events and sessions. 

¶ The conference schedule doesnõt 

permit for a long lunch break.  

There will be food available to 

our group at the hotel restaurant 

and nearby restaurants.  

¶ Sessions must begin and end on 

time.  Please adhere to the time 

schedule and respect that pre-

senters may only be able to ad-

dress a limited number of ques-

tions.  

¶ When attending a session, please 

turn cell phones to silent mode.  

Membership Assembly  

Registration  

CEC Membership  

Opportunity  

Each unit should have a representative 

(officer) registered to vote at the Member-

ship Assembly Meeting.  Please visit the 

membership table to make sure a desig-

nated person from your unit (chapter, sub-

division) will be in attendance.  The meet-

ing will take place Friday, October 9 from 

4:30 to 5:20pm in Volusia B. In this meeting, 

our annual budget is to be approved.  

If you are not a member of CEC, give 

special consideration to the benefits of 

CEC while at the FCEC Conference.  

Information will be available at the 

Membership Table near Registration.  

We encourage parents and paraprofes-

sionals to take advantage of the Associ-

ate Membership Opportunity.  

Exhibits  Poster Sessions  

A wide variety and extensive selection 

of educational materials, products, and 

services will be displayed in the exhibit 

area located throughout A1A/Atlantic 

Avenue and Tomoka Pre -Convention 

hallways.  

Friday, October 9       7:30 am -6:00 pm 

Saturday, October 10 7:30 am -12:00pm 

Poster Sessions will be held Friday, Octo-

ber 9, in the Tomoka/Halifax Hallway. 

Please make time to visit the presenters to 

personally discuss their projects.  Present-

ers will be available at their displays at the 

designated time 1:00 -3:20. (The posters will 

be up during display and exclusive pre-

senter time.  Please see pages 21-22  for de-

scriptions and times of each session.)  
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Receptions and Special Events  

Presidentõs  

Welcome Reception  

Co-Sponsored by  

JanWar Educational 

Consultants and  

Talent Assessment  
 

Thursday, Oct. 8  7:30 pm ð 

10:00 pm 

Beach Deck 

Jumpstart Your Day:  

Walk/Run  

Saturday, Oct. 9  6:00 am ð 

7:00 am 

Meet at 

Clock 

Tower  

Continental Breakfast  

Co-Sponsored by  

Psychological Software 

Solutions and FCEC  
 

Friday, Oct.  9  7:30 am ð 

8:30 am 

  

Atlantic 

Avenue 
Pre-Convention 

Hallway  

Presidentõs Breakfast Friday, Oct.  9  7:15 am -

8:15 am 

Presidentõs 

Suite 

SCEC Breakfast Friday, Oct.  9  7:15 am -

8:15 am 

TBA 

Teacher of the Year 

Luncheon  

By Invitation Only 

Sponsored by  

istation  

Friday, Oct.  9  12:00 pm ð 

1:00 pm 

Oceanview  

Room 

Very Special Arts  

Exhibit and  

Artist Reception  

Friday, Oct.  9  6:00 pm ð 

6:30 pm 

Crystal  

Ballroom  

òBarefoot on the Beachó 

Awards Reception  

Co-Sponsored by  

Psychological Software 

Solutions  and FCEC  

Friday, Oct.  9  6:30 pm ð 

8:00 pm 

Crystal & 

St.Johnõs 

Ballroom  

Jumpstart Your Day:  

Yoga 

Saturday, Oct. 9  6:00 am ð 

7:00 am 

Meet at 

Clock 

Tower  

Continental Breakfast  

Sponsored by  

FCEC  
 

Saturday, Oct. 9  7:30 am ð 

8:30 am 

Lower 

Lobby  
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FCEC AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS  
  

 Chapter Membership Awards:  

FCEC provides two chapter membership awards annually. One award is 

given for the unit that has the largest increase in membership by percent-

age.  One award is given for the unit that has the largest increase by actual 

number.  

   

Presidentõs Award for Units: 

FCEC presents Unit Presidentõs Awards as earned annually.  The process for 

this award takes place during the fiscal year prior to the annual state FCEC 

Conference when the award is given.  

   

Jack R. Lamb Rookie Teacher of the Year:  

FCEC selects a Jack R. Lamb Rookie Teacher of the Year annually who is 

named at the annual state conference.   Information/Nomination forms can be 

found on the FCEC website  

  

Landis M. Stetler Award:  

 FCEC annually provides members with the nomination process for the andis 

M. Stetler Award.   This award is presented at the annual FCEC state confer-

ence.  Award is designated for individuals who have made a significant con-

tribution to the education of children and youth with exceptionalities  

   

Marjorie Crick Teacher of the Year Award:  

FCEC annually selects the Marjorie Crick Teacher of the Year.   This award is 

presented at the annual FCEC state conference.   Information/Nomination 

forms can be found on the FCEC website  

   

 

Nancy Givens Instructional Grants:  

FCEC annually awards Nancy Givens Instructional Grants.   FCEC annually 

budgets for the Nancy Givens Instructional Grants.  

   

Landis M. Stetler ESE Leadership Scholarship:  

A scholarship program established by FL -CASE to award a financial scholar-

ship in the name of Dr. Landis Stetler, a pioneer and great leader in excep-

tional student education in the state of Florida and the nation.   The award will 

be made annually at the Florida CEC conference, and Florida CEC will main-

tain the fund for the scholarship.   Applicant must be a Florida resident and 

currently enrolled in a graduate program leading to certification in ESE and/
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Marjorie Crick Teacher of the Year Award Recipients  

1980-81 Judy Logan, #176 1990-91 Penny Hirsch, #155 2000-01 Karen Voytecki, #176 

1981-82 Judith Moody, #176 1991-92 Laura Prenzel, #194 2001-02 Deborah Wichmanowski, #944 

1982-83 Irma Sheard, 311 1992-93 Barbra Gardner, #176 2002-03 Susan Hentz, #296 

1983-84 Patty Mastin, #1024 1993-94 Matty Rodriguez-Walling, #121 2003-04 Carol Dinsdale, #176 

1984-85 Peggy Ware, #75 1994-95 Brenda Robbins, #311 2004-05 Diane Weherly, #243 

1985-86 Barbara Bock, #121 1995-96 Ann Marie Armstrong, #194 2005-06 Evelys P. Ubiera, #121 

1986-87 Jan Schorr, #260 1996-97 Kim Carlisle, #194 2006-07 Robert Sinibaldi, #176 

1987-88 Beth Langley, #176 1997-98 Terry Parker 2007-08 Gayle Zavala 

1988-89 Nancy Sardinas-Lambert, #194 1998-99 Mamie Evans, #176 2008-09 Mary Ellen Byrne #296 

1989-90 Martha Fletcher, #311 1999-00 Brian Raub, #296     

Jack R. Lamb Rookie Teacher of the Year Award Recipients  

1990-91 Lyman Zabel, # 1996-97 Garth Peral, #176 2002-03 Meredith Taylor, #1024 

1991-92 Deanna DeCario, #121 1997-98 Angela Owens, #176 2003-04 Janessa Duttry, #17 

1992-93 Lawson Horak, #311 1998-99 Jessica Jelks, #296 2004-05 Carolynne Spaulding, #303 

1993-94 Rhonda Roddam, #243 1999-00 No Winner 2005-06 Jennifer Dorn, #176 

1994-95 Melanid Green, #121 2000-01 William Simms, #1024 2006-07 Mildred Boveda, #121 

1995-96 Sally Mancheno, #296 2001-02 Melinda Forehand, #260 2007-08 Rafael Mendiola 

        2008-09 Diana Moran-Lare176 

Landis M. Stetler Award Recipients  

1989-90 Jack R. Lamb, Pinellas County 1996-97 Bill Delp, Sarasota County 2002-03 Ronald K. Felton, 

Miami Dade 

1990-91 Fred Miller, Volusia County 1997-98 Oma Pantridge, Pasco County 2003-04 Steven Palmer, Lake County 

1991-92 Bob Connors, Florida DOE 1998-99 Ron Bobay, Brevard 2005-06 Denise Gudwin, Miami Dade 

1992-93 Kay Young, CEES Tallahassee 1999-00 Mary Kay Kykes, Alachua County 2006-07 Matty Rodriguez-Walling Miami 
Dade 

1993-94 Ellen Bryant, Gadsden County 2000-01 Susan Avery Mitchell, Pinellas 
County 

2007-08 Ann Nevin 

1995-96 Diane Johnson, Leon County 2001-02 Joy Suldo, Osceola County 2008-09 Marilyn Jackson-Lee #563 

For additional information  about these Awards go to 

www.floridacec.org   

Florida Council for Exceptional Children  

Past Years  

Award Winners  

http://www.floridacec.org/
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Conference At -A-Glance  
Wednesday, October 07  

 

Local Arrangements Chairs Meeting    5:30 ð 7:00 pm 

FCEC Board Meeting       6:30 ð 8:30 pm 
 

Thursday, October 08  
 

Conference Registration      7:00 ð 4:00 pm 

Pre-Conference Institutes      9:00 ð 4:00 pm 

CEES Meeting       9:00 ð 4:00 pm 

Conference Kickoff -Keynote Bambi Lockman   5:30 ð 7:30pm 

Presidentõs Welcome Reception    7:30 ð 10:00 pm 
 

Friday, October 9  
 

Walk/Run                           6:00ð 7:00 am 

Conference Registration      7:00 ð 6:00 pm 

FSCEC Breakfast      7:15 - 8:15 am 

Presidentõs Breakfast      7:15 - 8:15 am 

Continental Breakfast       7:30 ð 8:30 am 

General Opening Session - Keynote Cheryl & Rebecca Hines 8:30 ð 10:00 am 

Exhibitor Display       7:30 ð 6:00 pm 

FDLRS Hands-On Technology Lab     10:00 ð 4:00 pm 

Awards Interviews       10:00 ð 11:50 am 

Award Nominees Luncheon      12:00 - 1:00 pm 

Various Division Meetings -Working Lunch   12:00-12:50 pm 

Poster Sessions       1:00-4:00 pm 

Concurrent Sessions       10:10 ð 5:20 pm 

Membership Representative Assembly    4:30 ð 5:20 pm 

Very Special Arts Exhibit w/wine and cheese  6:00 ð 6:30pm 

Awards Reception with entertainment and buffet  6:30-8:30pm  
 

Saturday, October 10  
 

Yoga                             6:00ð 7:00 am 

Conference Registration      7:00 ð 9:00 am 

Continental Breakfast       7:30 ð 8:10 am 

General Session- Keynote Tom Smith    8:15 ð 9:30 am 

Exhibitor Display       7:30 ð 12:00 pm 

Concurrent Sessions       9:40 ð 12:30 pm 

NASA Workshop  Sessions     9:40-12:30 pm 
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CEC DIVISONS & MEETING SCHEDULE  
  

CEC DIVISIONS  
Divisions are organizations within the Council whose members are interested in a particu-

lar aspect of special education.  Critical issues and substantive trends related to the mis-

sion of each division are addressed through Division meetings, sponsored workshops, 

and special events.  

 

The COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATORS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION (CASE) promotes professional leader-

ship and provides special education administrators with opportunities for personal and profes-

sional advancement.  CASEõs members include administrators, directors, and supervisors of spe-

cial education programs and services.  

  

CASE Meeting, Friday October 9 ð Working Lunch 12:00 -12:50 in Flagler B  

The COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN WITH BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS (CCBD) is committed to promoting 

and facilitating the education and general welfare of children and youth with behavioral and emo-

tional disorders.  CCBDõs members include educators, parents, mental health personnel, and a 

variety of other professionals and related service providers.  

  

CCBD Meeting, Friday October 9 ð Working Lunch 12:00 -12:50 in Tomoka A  

The DIVISION FOR RESEARCH (CEC-DR) is devoted to the advancement of research related to the 

education of individuals with disabilities and/or who are gifted.  CEC -DRõs members include uni-

versity, public, and private school teachers; researchers; administrators; psychologists; speech/

language clinicians; parents of children with special learning needs; and other related profession-

als and service personnel.  

The CEC PIONEERS DIVISION (CEC-PD) promotes activities and programs to increase awareness of 

the educational needs of children with disabilities and/or who are gifted, and the services avail-

able to them.  The division supports CECõs programs and activities.  Membership in CEC-PD is 

open only to CEC members who are life members, retired life members, retired regular members, 

or to personal who have been members of CEC for 20 years or more.  

  

Pioneers Meeting, Friday October 9 ð Working Lunch 12:00 -12:50 in Tomoka B  

The COUNCIL FOR EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES (CEDS) promotes the highest quality of 

diagnostic and prescriptive procedures involve in the education of individuals with disabilities 

and/or who are gifted.  CEDSõ members include educational diagnosticians, psychologists, social 

workers, speech and language specialists, physicians, and other professionals and related ser-

vices personnel.  

The DIVISION FOR COMMUNICATIVE DISABILITIES AND DEAFNESS (DCDD) is dedicated to improv-

ing the education of children with communicative disabilities or who are deal or hard of hearing.  

DCDDõs members include professionals serving individuals with hearing, speech, and language 

disorders in the areas of receptive and expressive, verbal and nonverbal, spoken, written, and 

sign communication.  

The DIVISION ON CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSITION (DCDT) focuses on the career devel-

opment of individuals and disabilities and/or who are gifted and their transition from school to 

adult life.  DCDTõs members include professionals and others interested in career development 

and transition for individuals with any exceptionality at any age.  

The Division on Autism and Developmental Disabilities (DADD), focuses on the education and gen-

eral welfare of individuals with cognitive disabilities/mental retardation, autism, and related dis-

abilities.  Members receive Education and Training in Mental Retardation and Developmental Dis-

abilities and the DADD Express newsletter. The name represents a 2009 change to include Autism.  

  

DADD meeting, Friday October 9 ð Working Lunch 12:00 -12:50 in Tomoka C  
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The DIVISION FOR CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS (DDEL) is 

dedicated to advancing and improving educational opportunities for culturally and linguistically 

diverse learners with disabilities and/or who are gifted, their families, and the professionals who 

serve them.  DDELõs members include teachers, administrators, parents, paraprofessionals, 

teacher educators, policymakers, researchers, and related service providers.  

 

The DIVISION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD (DEC) is an organization designed for individuals who work 

with or on behalf of children with special needs, birth through age 8, and their families.  DECõs 

members include early childhood intervention professionals as well as parents of children who 

have disabilities, are gifted, or are at risk of future developmental problems.  

 

The DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL EDUCATION AND SERVICES (DISES) focuses n special 

education programs and services in other countries.  DISES activities cut across categorical lines 

and cover all age groups, from infants through adults.  DISESõ members include teachers, students, 

administrators, faculty members, and others.  

The DIVISION FOR LEARNING DISABILITIES promotes improved services, research, and legislation 

for individuals with learning disabilities.  DLDõs members include teachers, teacher educators, ad-

ministrators, policymakers, researchers, parents, and related service providers.  

  

DLD meeting, Friday October 9 ð Working Lunch 12:00 -12:50 in Halifax A  

The DIVISION FOR PHYSICAL AND HEALTH DISABILITIES (DPHD) advocates for quality education for 

individuals with physical disabilities, multiple disabilities, and special health care needs served in 

schools, hospitals, or home settings.  DPHD;s members include classroom teachers, administrators, 

related service personnel,  

The DIVISION ON VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS (DVI) advances the education of children and youth who 

have visual impairments that impede their educational progress.  DVIõs members include teachers, 

teacher educators, other practitioners, and administrators.  Members receive the DVI Quarterly 

newsletter.  

The ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED (TAG) focuses on the delivery of information to both profes-

sionals and parents about gifted and talented children and their needs.  TAGõs members include 

teachers, administrators, parents, paraprofessionals, teacher educators, and others.  

 

The TECHNOLOGY AND MEDIA DIVISION (TAM) promotes the availability and effective use of tech-

nology and media for individuals with disabilities and/or who are gifted.  TAMõs members include 

special education teachers, speech and language therapists, rehabilitation therapists, counselors, 

researchers, teacher educators and others.  

 

The TEACHER EDUCATION DIVISION (TED) promotes the preparation and continuing professional 

development of effective professionals in special education and related service fields.  TEDõs 

members include persons involved in the education and continuing development of professionals 

in special education and related fields, such as general education, allied health, speech and lan-

guage pathology, rehabilitation, legal services and more.  

 

STANDING COMMITTEES & SUPPORT GROUPS  
FLORIDA STUDENT COUNCEL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN (FSCEC) Please check conference 

schedule for special session designed especially for FSCEC members.  FSCEC will also be having 

a breakfast and meeting on Friday morning.  

 

COALITION FOR EDUCATION OF EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS (CEES) is an advocacy coalition com-

posed of more than 30 separate groups and organizations.  CEES issues an annual legislative plat-

form which is supported by all member groups and organizations.  
  

CEES meeting, Thursday October 8 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM in Volusia B  
 

CEES meeting, Friday October 9 ð Working Lunch 12:00 -12:50 in Halifax B  
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Bambi J. Lockman    
Chief of the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services in the Florida De-
partment of Education since October 2004.  

 

Ms. Lockman is responsible for Floridaõs implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA 2004) and its regulations. Ms. Lockman provides leadership in numerous statewide initiatives 
including the Florida Alternate Assessment, Portal to Exceptional Education Resources (PEER), transition, 
and Response to Intervention (RtI), and provides oversight for discretionary projects to meet state needs 
through research-based, effective practices. 

 

Ms. Lockman serves on the Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, the Florida Interagency Coordinat-
ing Council for Infants and Toddlers (FICCIT), the Governorõs Commission on Disabilities, and Governorõs 
Task Force on Autism Spectrum Disorders. Ms. Lockman is actively involved in regional and national 
activities through the Southeast Regional Resource Center, 7-Pak, the Council for Exceptional Children, the Council of Administrators of Spe-
cial Education (CASE), and secretary/treasurer of the National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE). 

 

Before joining the Bureau, Ms. Lockman had extensive experience at the classroom, school, and district levels in the Santa Rosa School 
District. She was selected as the districtõs exceptional student education (ESE) Teacher of the Year in 1984. While in the district, she served 
as staffing specialist, assistant principal, director of in-service and instructional technology, supervisor of assessment, and director of excep-
tional student education and student services. Her accomplishments included initiation of a state-of-the-art professional development center, 
the district instructional television system, the district technology plan, a networked student services support system, and reorganization to 
ensure high-quality, school-based service delivery for exceptional students. She has served as a consultant and guest speaker in a variety 
of professional development venues, and was an adjunct instructor at the University of West Florida. Ms. Lockman has a sense of urgency 
to make Floridaõs educational programs meet the needs of ALL students.  

 

**The topic of Ms. Bambi Lockmanõs presentation for Thursday eveningõs Opening Session is the òHot-off-the Pressó latest news 
of actions and events at FLDOE with ESE. 

OPENING PRESIDENTõS WELCOME RECEPTION TO FOLLOW 

Nationally Known Key Note Speakers 

Cheryl Hines and Rebecca Hines 
 

 Cheryl Hines understands the importance of reaching an audience. The two-time 
Emmy nominee for her role as ôCheryl Davidõ on HBOõs Golden Globe Award-winning series óCurb 
Your Enthusiasmò has starred in feature films such as òThe Ugly Truthó and òRVó to name a 
few.  In addition, she has been behind the scenes directing Meg Ryan and Timothy Hutton in 
the film òSerious Moonlightó. 
 But Cheryl knows that thereõs more to connecting with a crowd than meets the eye, 
especially when that òcrowdó is in the classroom.  She praises her sister Rebeccaõs ability to 
reach everyone in a classroom filled with students with different abilities and different learning 
styles. And she should know. A strong supporter of her sister, she has often joined her in the 
classroom, on the stage, and before a camera.  
 Both sisters agree that the best thing about teaching is the energy you get from 
every single person in the room.  Dr. Rebecca Hines explains that òwhen everyone is really 
engaged and you draw people into thinking about new things, thereõs a rush of energy thatõs 
indescribable -whether youõre teaching preschoolers or graduate students.ó   
Dr. Hines, an Associate Professor at the University of Central Florida, uses every means and 
every medium to convey her powerful lessons, and speaks to teachers across the country on 
topics of co-teaching and inclusion. Rebecca began her teaching career while still in college, 

working as a paraprofessional at a school for kids with cognitive disabilities. She became an English teacher after graduating. From there, 
Rebecca returned to special education and taught kids with emotional and behavioral issues, developing her skills and expertise on co-
teaching and working inclusively with students of varying cognitive abilities.  
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The first professional collaboration between the sisters occurred when Cheryl came and helped Rebecca teach for two solid 
weeks when she had surgery on her throat (Rebecca pantomimed while Cheryl delivered all the lessons as a òvolunteeró!).Rebecca and her 
sister Cheryl have worked together throughout their careers. Their collaboration continues with the summer drama institute (now partner-
ing with the Orlando Shakespeare Festival and UCP of Central Florida) for kids with and without disabilities that takes place each sum-
mer. The institute, founded by Rebecca, was inspired by Cheryl. Cheryl and Rebecca are teaming up yet again to do a DVD called Improv 
for Educators: Tips for Helping Teachers Think on their Feet. The impressive collaboration between the two sisters makes a lot of sense 
for a variety of reasons, but Rebecca puts it best: òWhether you are teaching or acting, you better know your audience. If you donõt, 
youõd better know how to handle the hecklers!ó 

 

Rebecca and Cherylõs topic for the conference presentation is: IMPROV Tips for Successful Collaboration 

Tom E.C. Smith, Ed.D. 

University of Arkansas Professor   

Dept. of Curriculum & Instruction Executive Director, and Division on Develop-
mental Disabilities, CEC 
Dr. Tom E.C. Smith is currently Professor and Chairperson, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, 
University of Arkansas.  Prior to coming to the university, Dr. Smith was on the faculty at the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences campus, University of Alabama at Birmingham, and 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock.   In 1994, President Clinton appointed Dr. Smith to the Presi-
dentõs Committee on Mental Retardation; he was reappointed in 1998 and 2001.  This national com-
mittee advises the President on issues affecting individuals with mental retardation.  Since 1992, Dr. 
Smith has served as the Executive Director of the Division on Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional Children.  This national organization of 7,000 members, 
advocates for educational programs for this group of students. 

 

Dr. Smith has authored or co-authored 22 college textbooks in special education and more than 40 
articles in professional journals; he has made more than 200 presentations at national, regional, and state meetings, frequently emphasiz-
ing curriculum, legal issues and special education.  During the past five years, Dr. Smith has consulted with schools and held workshops 
on Section 504 in 40 states.  He teaches graduate classes in legal issues and disabilities, behavior management, and characteristics of 
individuals with disabilities. 

 

While serving as the Executive Director of DDD (Division on Developmental Disabilities), Dr. Smith has been extensively involved in the 
development of standards as they apply to children with mental retardation and autism.  These standards have become a major compo-
nent of the CEC standards used for NCATE program approval.  Dr. Smith has also been involved in developing successful SPA reports for 
several universities.  

 

**Dr. Smithõs topic for Saturdayõs Keynote presentation will be on social skills and self-determination interventions. He will also high-
light sub-divisions and CEC/professional associations. 

OTHER CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS: 
Thursday NASA pre -conference workshop  on math accommodations and manipulatives  

Saturday focus on CEC sub -division  membership and benefits  

Various Florida State  Projects  highlighted during preconference workshops and conference ses-

sions 

 
FEATURED SPEAKERS Friday and Saturday: 
 
Sara Aronin - National CEC Outstanding Student Graduate of the Year 2009-Thursday Pre-Conference Sessions and Saturday NASA Workshop 
David Finkle -Volusia County Teacher of the Year 2005, òMr. Fitzó cartoonist, and published writer-Saturday @ 9:40 in Flagler C 
Susan Hentz - Floridaõs ESE Teacher of the Year 2002, author and internationally known speaker on RtI-Friday @ 1:00 pm in Flagler C 
Linda Laverty & Gayle Zavala - Linda is an Instructional Technology Specialist, FDLRS-Friday @ 11:00 in Flagler C 
Richard M. Marshall, Ed. D., Ph.D.-Nationally known authority on neuropsychology of the brain-Saturday @ 10:40 in Flagler C 
Gayle Zavala - National CEC òClarissa Hugó ESE Teacher of the Year 2009- Friday @ 11:00 in Flagler C with Linda Laverty  


